Juvenile Justice in Illinois: A Data Snapshot by Mariame Kaba
1  |  Juvenile Justice in Illinois: A Data Snapshot






































offenses.4 We spend about $6 billion annually on juvenile  
corrections and we imprison youth at an average of $88,000 
per child per year. Research and anecdotal evidence show 


























Illinois: Sex by Race population estimates, 2012 (youth ages 5–17)

































Illinois: Sex by Race population estimates, HISPANIC (23%), 2012 (youth ages 5-17)

































Cook County, Illinois: Sex by Race population estimates, 2012 (youth ages 5-17)

































Cook County, Illinois: Sex by Race population estimates, HISPANIC (35%),  
2012 (youth ages 5-17)


































It is estimated that there were 567,827 youth ages 5–17 living in Chicago in 2010  
(Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2006-2010, American Community Survey).








Some Other Race Alone 95,388 16.8%
Two or More Races 11,785 2.1%
TOTAL 567,827 100%
Total Youth 5-17 year olds by Sex and Age in Chicago: 2010 Census  
(2006–2010 American Community Survey)
Male Female Total
5-9 Year Olds 92,801 148,384 241,185
10 to 14 Year Olds 88,522 108,952 197,474
15-17 Year Olds 64,752 64,416 129,168







































































































Juvenile	  Arrests	  (Age	  10-­‐17)	  in	  Cook	  County,	  CY2012
Arrest data was provided by the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority. 
Map was prepared by Kanako Ishida, Juvenile Justice Initiative, on March 10, 2014. 
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CY2012 – Illinois and Cook County Juvenile Arrests
Age
Location 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Grand Total
Cook
Female 10 30 123 290 625 1,179 1,484 1,438 5,179
Asian   *  * * * * 27
Black * 24 94 213 452 858 1,103 1,030 3,782
American Indian/Alaskan     * * *  *
Unknown    * * * * * *
White * * 28 76 167 307 369 402 1,357
Male 33 116 362 1,136 2,697 5,095 7,187 8,017 24,643
Asian   * * * 23 37 40 115
Black 27 95 281 824 1,990 3,787 5,191 5,513 17,708
American Indian/Alaskan       * *  
Unknown   * * * * 11 13 43
White * 21 79 304 691 1,277 1,947 2,449 6,774
Unknown Gender      * *  *
Non-Cook
Female * 46 144 319 576 877 1,201 1,409 4,577
Asian    * * * * 14 36
Black * 27 71 131 236 340 375 441 1,624
American Indian/Alaskan   *     * *
Unknown  * * * * 11 13 21 60
White * 18 68 181 327 522 804 930 2,852
Male 50 147 346 821 1,398 2,166 3,039 4,406 12,373
Asian   * * * 11 26 25 75
Black 29 74 166 380 582 823 1,012 1,400 4,466
American Indian/Alaskan    * * * * * *
Unknown  * * 18 15 32 50 71 188
White 21 72 178 418 791 1,299 1,950 2,907 7,636
Unknown Gender   * * *  * * *




Location Asian Black Am Ind/Alask Unknown White Grand Total
Cook
Felony 24 5,550 * * 1,369 6,953
Misdemeanor 102 13,323 * 34 5,899 19,364
Other/Unknown 16 2,621 * * 867 3,513
Non-Cook
Felony 20 2,187 * 61 2,340 4,610
Misdemeanor 54 2,772 * 117 5,447 8,397
Other/Unknown 38 1,145 * 73 2,722 3,982
Grand Total 254 27,598 21 302 18,644 46,819
Race
Location Asian Black Am Ind/Alask Unknown White Grand Total
Cook
Drug 22 3,245  10 1,385 4,662
Homicide  44   19 63
Other 35 3,972 * 16 1,710 5,734
Person 33 6,594 * 6 2,170 8,806
Property 47 6,942 * 18 2,552 9,563
Sex (non-violent)  18   10 28
Sex Crimes  90  * 48 139
Status Offenses  *   15 22
Weapons * 582   226 813
Non-Cook
Drug 13 348 * 29 1,600 1,992
Homicide  22   12 34
Other 45 1,507 * 95 3,129 4,784
Person 16 1,664  40 1,861 3,581
Property 36 2,297 * 71 3,180 5,585
Sex (non-violent)  *   13 18
Sex Crimes  42  * 99 144
Status Offenses * 70 * * 488 569
Weapons  149 * * 127 282
Grand Total 254 27,598 21 302 18,644 46,819
* = under 10  
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Juvenile Arrests  
(17 and Under, City of Chicago, 2009-2012)
2009 2010 2011 2012 % change





















Racial Breakdown of Percentage of Youth & Arrests by District (2012)
District % Black  
Youth
Black % of  
Youth Arrests
% White  
Youth




Hispanic % of 
Youth Arrests
1 32.70% 89.50% 35.10% 2.50% 9.01% 6.84%
2 81.60% 96.90% 8.25% 0.68% 3.48% 1.45%
3 94.40% 99.30% 1.10% 0.30% 2.05% 0.22%
4 59.90% 86.10% 3.28% 1.22% 35.40% 12.10%
5 95% 98.90% 0.32% 0.31% 3.95% 0.77%
6 97.10% 99.50% 0.19% 0.08% 1.51% 0.15%
7 96.70% 99.90% 0.14% 0.07% 1.92% 0.07%
8 19.90% 59.60% 9.23% 4.83% 69.40% 35.20%
9 12.80% 52.90% 6.63% 6.12% 69.50% 40.50%
10 29.50% 61.60% 0.92% 1.05% 69.10% 37.10%
11 84.80% 98.10% 0.93% 0.22% 12.90% 1.49%
12 23.30% 52.00% 11.30% 1.57% 59.40% 46.30%
13 25.10% 70.50% 24.50% 3.41% 36.50% 26.10%
14 10.60% 35.10% 18.90% 6.44% 66.50% 57.80%
15 93% 99.50% 0.71% 0.14% 4.93% 0.41%
16 1.10% 17.50% 55.40% 39.50% 35.10% 40.80%
17 3.48% 28.00% 25.80% 13.10% 57.70% 57.30%
18 21.10% 91.50% 60.10% 2.58% 7.01% 4.94%
19 11.80% 60.50% 61.70% 14.80% 16.30% 23.50%
20 12.90% 69.80% 34.80% 0% 32.20% 29.40%
22 60.50% 95.00% 32.40% 3.61% 5.19% 1.29%
24 20.40% 70.70% 27.20% 4.41% 32.10% 22.50%























arrest numbers by the Illinois Criminal Justice Authority because they provide additional detail and valuable information. You 
can see the difference between total arrests and number of youth involved in these arrests, for example. This shows that 
some youth are arrested more than once. 
CPD Arrests of Youth 17 & younger (Data Source: CHRI)
CHRI Violent % Change Non Violent % Change Total %Change
2007 3,169 32,720 35,889
2008 3,373 6% 29,701 -9% 33,074 -8%
2009 2,947 -13% 27,705 -7% 30,652 -7%
2010 2,768 -6% 24,588 -11% 27,356 -11%
2011 2,377 -14% 22,659 -8% 25,036 -8%
2012 2,370 0% 20,392 -10% 22,762 -9%
Estimated Number of Youth Responsible (SID Aggregation)
CHRI Violent % Change Non Violent % Change Total %Change
2007 2,805 16,726 19,531
2008 2,967 6% 15,553 -7% 18,520 -5%
2009 2,600 -12% 14,434 -7% 17,034 -8%
2010 2,422 -7% 12,881 -11% 15,303 -10%
2011 2,074 -14% 12,000 -7% 14,074 -8%
2012 2,073 0% 10,346 -14% 12,419 -12%
Average Number of Arrests per Youth
CHRI Violent % Change Non Violent % Change Total %Change
2007 1.130 1.956 1.837
2008 1.137 0.006 1.910 -0.024 1.786 -0.028
2009 1.133 -0.003 1.919 0.005 1.799 0.008
2010 1.143 0.008 1.909 -0.005 1.788 -0.007
2011 1.146 0.003 1.888 -0.011 1.779 -0.005
2012 1.143 -0.002 1.971 0.044 1.833 0.030
Source: Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority, prepared by Rebecca Skorek (2014)
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Juvenile Arrests in Chicago Public Schools, 




























Cook County Expungements of Juvenile 


















Indiv Who  
Filed at Least  
1 Petition
2012 29,822 549 313
2013 N/A 660 378
1,209 691
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Juvenile Detention in Illinois and  
Cook County
Illinois (excluding Cook County) – (Source: Administrative 









Average Daily Population –  
Juvenile Detainees (2008–2012)
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
480 499 450 383 422
Average Length of Stay (Days) –  
Juvenile Detainees (2008–2012)
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
18.2 18.3 18.0 17.0 17.1












Cook County (Source: Juvenile Temporary 






































% Change % Change % Change % Change
Race # % # % # % # %
Black 3,633 85.14% 3,775 84.20% 4,306 83.00% 11,714 84.07%
Hispanic 490 11.48% 480 10.70% 552 10.60% 1522 10.92%
Mexican 10 0.23% 49 1.09% 103 2.00% 162 1.16%
Puerto Rican 9 0.21% 18 0.40% 33 0.60% 60 0.43%
White 112 2.62% 132 2.94% 153 3.00% 397 2.85%
Other 13 0.30% 30 0.67% 36 0.70% 79 0.57%
2008 2,967 18,520 15,553 18,520 18,520 18,520 18,520 18,520




County Juvenile Temporary Detention  
Center - Population by Race, Sex, Age  
(Calendar Year 2012)
Admissions

















County Juvenile Temporary Detention  










Total Released 4,464 100%
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Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention Center 
Admission, 10/1/2012 through 9/30/2013
















































FY201210 Youth Prisons Data

















Fiscal Year 2012 Institutional Admissions
Total Court Admissions Parole Violators
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Race
Asian 1 0.1% 1 0.1% 0 0.0%
Black 1,258 63.2% 612 60.1% 646 66.6%
Hispanic 227 11.4% 133 13.1% 94 9.7%
American Indian 3 0.2% 2 0.2% 1 0.1%
White 500 25.1% 271 26.6% 229 23.6%
Total 1,989 100.00% 1,019 100.00% 970 100.00%
Current Age
13 25 1.3% 25 2.5% 0 0.0%
14 82 4.1% 74 7.3% 8 0.8%
15 229 11.5% 203 19.9% 26 2.7%
16 514 25.8% 393 38.6% 121 12.5%
17 497 25.0% 250 24.5% 247 25.5%
18 303 15.2% 61 6.0% 242 24.9%
19 206 10.4% 10 1.0% 196 20.2%
20 133 6.7% 3 0.3% 130 13.4%
Total 1,989 100.00% 1,019 100.00% 970 100.00%
Gender
Male 1,858 93.4% 946 92.8% 912 94.0%
Female 131 6.6% 73 7.2% 58 6.0%
Total 1,989 100.00% 1,019 100.00% 970 100.00%
Prior Criminal/Delinquency Petitions
None 225 11.3% 147 14.4% 78 8.0%
1-5 901 45.3% 489 48.0% 412 42.5%
6-10 605 30.4% 273 26.8% 332 34.2%
11-15 187 9.4% 77 7.6% 110 11.3%
More than 15 71 3.6% 33 3.2% 38 3.9%
Total 1,989 100.00% 1,019 100.00% 970 100.00%
Holding Crime Class
Murder 8 0.4% 7 0.7% 1 0.1%
Class X Felony 72 3.6% 36 3.5% 36 3.7%
Class 1 Felony 432 21.7% 198 19.4% 234 24.1%
Class 2 Felony 596 30.0% 312 30.6% 284 29.3%
Class 3 Felony 416 20.9% 201 19.7% 215 22.2%
Class 4 Felony 332 16.7% 156 15.3% 176 18.1%
Misdemeanor 133 6.8% 109 10.7% 24 2.5%


















































Probation (Source: Administrative Office  










Illinois Juvenile Active Caseloads12   
(2008–2012)
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
15,814 14,607 14,646 14,057 13,077


































Some of the findings specific to the Chicago metro area  
are as follows:
[Please note that the Chicago metro area includes: Cook, 
DeKalb, DuPage, Grundy, Kane, Kendall, McHenry, Will,  
and Lake Counties in Illinois; Jasper, Lake, Newton, and  
Porter Counties in Indiana; and Kenosha County  
in Wisconsin.]
•  The rate of youth disconnection in Chicago is  
14.1 percent, ranking 9th best among the 25 most  
populated cities. That’s a total of 166,047 young people.
•  In Chicago, 24.9% of African American youth 16 to 24  
are disconnected14 while 15.6% of Latino youth and  
9.2% of white youth are.
•  Chicago registers a 15.7 percentage point gap between  
whites and African Americans, the third-largest gap among  
all of the cities.
•  In Chicago, Lakeview and Lincoln Park have a youth  
disconnection rate of 2.9%, compared to South Lawndale  
and the Lower West Side with a rate of 33.2%.
•  In Chicago, youth disconnection rates among the major 
racial and ethnic groups differ considerably from national 
averages. Both Latinos and whites in Chicago are more 
likely to have positive outcomes in terms of youth  
connection than their national counterparts. On the  
other hand, African Americans in Chicago have worse  
outcomes than African Americans nationally. Chicago  
African Americans have the third highest rate of  
disconnection after Detroit and Philadelphia. One in four 
African Americans is disconnected, more than two and  
a half times higher than the rate of their white neighbors. 
Latinos are at the other end of the spectrum. Only San 
Francisco and Washington, DC have better outcomes for 
Latinos. As a result of these extremes, Chicago has one 
of the highest gaps by race and ethnicity. Nearly sixteen 
percentage points separate African Americans and whites, 
the third highest gap after New York and Philadelphia.
13 Halve the Gap by 2030: Youth Disconnection in America’s Cities by Sarah Burd-Sharps and Kristen Lewis. http://www.measureofamerica.org/halve-the-gap-2030/  
13 “Disconnected youth are people between the ages of 16 and 24 who are neither in school nor working. Young people in this age range who are working or in school part-time or who are in the  
    military are not considered disconnected. Youth disconnection rates in this report are calculated by Measure of America using employment and enrollment data from the 2011 American  
    Community Survey (ACS) of the US Census Bureau.”
Project Nia
www.project-nia.org
Cover photo by Richard Ross
Acknowledgements:
I am indebted to Chris Bernard, Sharlyn Grace, Erica Hughes, Rebecca Skorek and Jennifer Welch for their help in securing some  
of the data for this report. Thanks also to Julian Ignacio, Sean Lewis and Sarah Jane Rhee for their help.
Thanks also to Kanako Ishida of the Juvenile Justice Initiative for providing wonderful maps and feedback to this report.
Special thanks to the Steans Family Foundation for covering the design costs for this report.
This data report is intended to offer a quick overview of juvenile justice in Illinois that is accessible to a broad audience. This is not  
a research or analytic report.
This is part of our Chicago Youth Justice Data Project (http://chicagoyouthjustice.com/).  For questions about this report, contact  
Mariame Kaba, projectnia@hotmail.com.
